
 

RESIDENCY OFFERINGS 
1. Songwriting Presentation 
2. Arranging Workshop 
3. The Classical Improvisor 
4. Instrumental and Performance Masterclasses 

 
 

SONGWRITING PRESENTATION 
 
What is a good song? 

● Define/describe emotions, character, and themes 
● Understanding structure - key signatures and time signatures 
● Importance of lyrics and a recognizable hook 

 
What songs do you like? 

● Let’s listen to your favorite pop song 
● Why do you like it?  

○ Is it: words - melodies - harmonies - rhythms - emotion - character? 
 
Learn to perform someone else’s song 

● Importance of performing covers 
● Intentional copying 
● Integrate your own personality 

○ Changing keys or tempo - Adding new chords or beats - Using different instruments 
 
Creating your own song 

● Get comfortable playing new ideas - you are unique! 
● Keep track of what you do 

○ Write it down - Record it - Play it often 
● Come back to it later - get some sleep! 

 
Songwriting Group Activity 

● Compile a list of nouns and emotions together as a class (ex: banana, sad) 
● Break into small groups 
● Pair a noun and emotion together in your group (ex: the sad banana song) 
● Decide on a few musical parameters (time/key signatures, tempo, structure, etc) 
● Practice your song together 
● Perform for everyone! 

 
 
 

ARRANGING WORKSHOP 
 
#1 - Expanded Adaptation: 

● Starting with a piano score, each group of mixed instruments will create an arrangement for their unique 
ensemble. 

#2 - Condensed Adaptation: 
● Groups must condense an excerpt from an orchestral score and make a convincing arrangement for their small 

ensemble. 
#3 - Creative Arranging: 

● Students take a piece of music and infuse it with a different style: a Bach blues, a Vivaldi reggae, a Mozart Tango, 
and then share at the end! 

 



 

 
 
 

THE CLASSICAL IMPROVISOR 
 
Getting Over the Fear of Improv 
 
We’ve all been in the situation….  Somebody says to you “Can you just make something up?...Improvise a little?”  Then 
the feeling of fear overwhelms your body as you suddenly lose control and completely forget how to play your instrument. 
How can this be? As working freelance musicians, being able to improvise (even just a little!) has been an extremely 
helpful tool in our musical lives. 
 

Class Activity:  
● Starting with some acting improv ice breakers, we get our bodies and minds loose and receptive to the 

feeling of being more comfortable with improv. 
● Basic jazz music theory is introduced with chords, scales, and patterns to use as exercises to familiarize 

yourself with whatever piece/song you may be playing. 
● Then we learn a standard together and how to improv over it (Straight No Chaser, Autumn Leaves, etc) 
● At the end we improvise with different styles of music, from the blues to avant garde free improv. 

 
The (not just) Music Man 
 

Being an Entrepreneur in the Arts:  
● How to start a business/group: Finding the right business partners and the steps toward success. 
● Digital Presence: How to maintain but not get overwhelmed by the online world.  Discuss social media, 

websites, and how to best represent yourself and what you do. 
● The Hustle: getting work done but still getting some sleep. 
● Musical Multitasking: Playing multiple instruments, singing/playing, composer-arranger-performer. 
● Finding your “Voice”: Recognizing what makes you or your business unique and sharing that with the 

world in a positive way. 
● The Artist in Society: How to best serve the world/community around you as an artist and citizen. 

 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL AND PERFORMANCE MASTERCLASSES 
 
Getting over the Fear of Performing: How to not only cope with, but gain control of your nerves. 
 

● Why do we get nervous?  Break down what happens and the physical/mental things one can do to overcome. 
● How to be an engaging performer: Body language and how you make your audience feel. 
● Have students perform followed by constructive criticism 
● Performance practices (adjusting between solo, chamber, orchestral, time periods, styles, etc...) 
● The audience feels what you feel: Recognizing + transferring the feeling of the music you’re playing. 

 
Separate instrumental classes also offered: 
 

● Brass - led by Brandon (trumpet) 
● Woodwind - led by Yoonah (clarinet) 
● Strings - led by Ben (violin), Hamilton (cello), Sam (bass) 

 


